Aggressive fibromatosis.
Ten patients with aggressive fibromatosis of the extremities were prospectively followed for 2-6 years. Results of treatment methods were compared. Five patients underwent three-dimensional imaging with and without intravenous contrast, and the images were compared with the anatomic extent of the resected lesion. Pathologic specimens and control tissue were tested for the presence of estrogen and progesterone receptors and for expression of the c-sis oncogene and platelet-derived growth factor (PDGF), potent mitogens for fibrocytes. Wider surgical resection resulted in a lower recurrence rate, but current chemotherapeutic agents were not effective in eradicating the tumors. Intravenous contrast enhanced the lesions. Two thirds of the tumors tested had estrogen or progesterone receptors. All tumors tested had inappropriate expression of c-sis and PDGF. This inappropriate expression may be responsible for the underlying pathobiology and deregulation of control of growth in aggressive fibromatosis.